latter stages of the Wisconsin ice age. It also seems likely that, as the ice melted, superglacial till was extensive. This could have formed the substrate for extensive superglacial vegetation.
Ice melting is rapidly destroying this ecosystem (Fig. 3) The committee is concerned with: the compilation, on an annual basis, of federal, unclassified research in the Arctic; the promotion of cooperative use of available logistics among research groups; the maintenance of a current survey of foreign arctic research efforts; the identification of scientific problems to determine the scope and costs of recommended efforts; the identification of potential cooperative ventures in field work, data exchange, and research analyses between the United States and other nations doing arctic work; the encouragement of useful international meetings of scientists whose work is oriented to the Arctic; the coordination of research in both polar areas to effect a better understanding of significant related problems and to effect economies of operation through the coordination of logistic support.
A survey by the committee shows that the U.S. Government expended $15,827,400 on basic, unclassified arctic research in the fiscal year 1968. Fig. 1 shows the expenditures of each agency.
As a further aid to arctic research coordination, the National Science Foundation has expanded its clearinghouse for antarctic information to a polar information service. The availability of funds and manpower will determine the rate of progress of the arctic portion of this service. 
K . G . Sandved

